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and might require capital investment measurable in millions
of rupees. But when it is completed cheap electricity would
be available for the millions of India residing in rural areas
and by interconnecting different systems in the contiguous
areas in a planned manner the establishment of an all-India
power grid would also become a possibility. At present the
maximum distance for transmitting about 2,00,000 K. W. at
the maximum voltage of 287 K. V. is about 400 miles in the
United States of America and there should be no difficulty
in sending energy from one system to the adjoining areas of
another system under emergency conditions such as the des-
truction of a power-house by an earthquake, coal-miners'
strike, the bursting of a dam or total or partial failure of mon-
soon in a particular region, or a temporary occupation of coal-
mining region by an enemy power. Only in this limited sense
we can think of an All-India Power Grid.
The achievement of the ultimate goal might take a suffi-
ciently long time but the Government of India are quite opti-
mistic about the generation of nearly 7 million K. W. in the
immediate post-war years. This will be quite good to start
with and will be able to provide energy for a variety of new
industries. In Kashmir, tihe Punjab, the U.P., Mysore and
Madras, wherever electric power has come, it has given a
great impetus to the development of industries and in general
has helped the dispersion of industries in rural areas. In
Southern India, especially in the province of Madras and the
Mysore State, electric power has reached a very large num-
ber of rural towns and villages and is being utilized in cotton
spinning mills, cotton, wool and silk power-loom factories,
flour mills, ginning factories, tea factories, rice mills etc. in
these localities. In the Punjab electric power is being utilized
in power-loom factories manufacturing hosiery, cotton, art
silk, staple fibre and woollen goods as well as mixtures; in
the U. P. hydro-electric power from the Ganges Canal grid is
being used for running flour mills and cotton ginning fac-
tories, for polishing brass and other metals and for sugar
processing. Thus it will be seen that the available sup-
plies of electric power in southern and northern India are at
the present time being utilized in the following three types
of industries: (i) textile mills situated in larger towns and